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Background: what is a MANPADS?

Photo sources: C.J. Chivers; US State Department
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Background: the MANPADS Threat
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Methodology and data sources 

• Primary data source: Small Arms Survey’s Database 
of Illicit MANPADS

• Global database with more than 400 unique reports of 
illicit possession, transfers, and use of MANPADS 
from 2011 to the present

• These reports include 237 incidents of illicit 
MANPADS activity in the MENA region from 2015 to 
mid-2023

• Supplemented with information from a wide array of other 
sources, including key informant interviews. 



Illicit possession and transfers of 
MANPADS, 2011-2021



Illicit possession and transfers of 
advanced MANPADS, 2011-2021
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The MENA Region: Illicit MANPADS 
Hotspot

• 237 reports of illicit MANPADS in 13 of 26 MENA states 

• 12 different models 

• Chinese-designed: HN-5, QW-1 (Misagh-1*/Anza II), QW-
18 (Misagh-2*), FN-6

• North Korean-designed: HT-16

• Soviet/Russian-designed: Strela-2, Strela-2M, Strela-3, 
Igla-1, Igla, Igla-S

• No other region comes close
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Continued proliferation of advanced 
MANPADS 
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Continued proliferation of advanced 
MANPADS 
• Six different models of advanced MANPADS in the 

possession of armed grounds in nine states from 
2015 to 2023. 

• At least four of these models had not been 
documented outside of government control prior 
to 2011

• Multiple models of advanced systems in at least 
seven states

• Multiple groups in possession of advanced systems 
in at least six states



Continued proliferation of advanced 
MANPADS 

https://twitter.com/hang_elle/status/1654133097980391425
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Increasing prevalence of illicit Chinese-
designed MANPADS



Kataib Hezbollah

Iran as a source of illicit MANPADS

Hamas

Hezbollah

The Houthis



Thank you.
Questions?

www.smallarmssurvey.org
matt.schroeder@smallarmssurvey.org
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